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Jenn’s October Board Update 

Ireland was absolutely breathe taking! it was nice to have the time away to relax and come back 

refreshed and ready to hit the ground running.  I am currently working on all things end of the 

year and making goals for 2023.  Last week our Year End Appeal was printed, and they were 

mailed late last week or early this week.  The Appeal letter can be found at the end of this 

report.  The letter was segmented between current donors, Lapsed donors, and Potential 

donors.  If you have someone we should send a letter to, and you would like to do a 

handwritten note on the bottom, please e-mail me the person’s information, and I will get a 

letter made up for you to make a note on and send out.  I would love to see each board 

member think of 3 people who are not already involved in the organization that we could try to 

bring in through the annual appeal. 

I will also be looking for volunteers who can help make thank-you calls as end-of-the-year 

donations come in.  I would like to sit down with these volunteers to go over the system and 

walk you through how calls will be appointed to you. (3-4 volunteers would be best so that the 

time needed from each person is not overwhelming) 

Leah and I will be meeting to discuss what items we need for community engagement events, 

new tablecloths, posters, pamphlets, tents, giveaways, etc.  We have a $5,000 grant from the 

Community Foundation to cover the costs of these marketing and educational awareness 

activities. 

I met with the Thrivent Young Professionals group this morning to talk about volunteer 

opportunities at CASA, including committees, advocacy, and our Christmas Amazon Wish List.  

This evening I am at the Appleton Power of 100 meetings.  If CASA is chosen this evening, we 

would receive a $10,000 donation that can be partially matched by the Best Buy Foundation 

(which works closely with the group). In the upcoming month, I have meetings with Fox Cities 

Magazine, and Future Neenah and will be attending/talking at the TAG conference in San 

Antonio.  This is a great opportunity to talk with Grantmakers and connect with Family 

Foundations from around the country.  Kim O’Brien, formerly at the Community Foundation 

and currently at United Way, will be co-presenting with me. 

In the month of November, we will be running end-of-year e-mail campaigns focusing on our 

donors who give less than $250 annually.  Our ask is for them to become a monthly donor at 
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$25 a month.  We will also do a large push on social media and on giving Tuesday, with the 

thought of “Giving Tuesday reminds us of the importance of giving and making a difference.  

Don’t just make a difference today… Become a monthly donor and make a difference all year 

long for a child who has experienced abuse or neglect….” 

Dawn and I also met with Jenny Krikava from the Community Foundation about the Basic Needs 

grant.  She said she doesn’t believe that $50,000 is an obtainable amount this year.  The Grant 

will be submitted in November.  After the conversation, we believe that with having a current 

need, they will be able to help find some family foundations that will help supplement some of 

the funding we are not able to get from the Basic Needs Grant. 

Kimberly Clark called this morning, and they have chosen CASA as the organization that they 

would like to help with yearend gifts (like adopting a family).  We will be providing them and 

the community with our Amazon Wish List.  Advocates will have the opportunity to give us a 

specific wish for their child, and it will be added to the wish list.  Last year over $1,500 items 

were purchased from the wish list.  Advocates will pick the items up at our Holiday Party on 

December 12th.  If your company, family, or group of friends is interested in helping make 

Holiday wishes come true, please consider CASA’s Wishlist. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me, and we can schedule a time to 

meet.   

 

Make it a great one, 

 

Jenn Harper 

 

P.S.  The Year End Appeal is below and is the current donor version.  Each one came with one of 

Oliver’s tattoos.  
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Robyn & Art Gruner 

W8231 Celebration Dr 

Hortonville, WI 54944 

 

 

There’s no place like HOPE for the holidays! 
 

 

Dear Robyn & Art, 

 

What if you could give hope this holiday? 

 

Oliver loves to play with dinosaurs, lizards, and superheroes.  He 

especially likes temporary tattoos because they make him look just like his favorite 

superhero, his dad!  Oliver remembers playing with his dad and doesn’t understand why 

he can’t anymore. 

 

Oliver’s parents have been struggling with mental health problems for years.  His 

mom stepped out on the family during Covid. Recently, dad slipped into a deep 

depression and found it hard to get out of bed and give Oliver the care he needs.  

After a call to Child Protective Services, Oliver was removed from the home and will be 

spending the upcoming holidays, not with his dad, but in foster care. 

 

I am deeply thankful for your dedication and support of CASA, which makes all 

our work possible.  A generous gift made today will help give Oliver hope this holiday 

season.  Every Dollar you give by December 31st will be matched by a generous 

donor. 

 

A CASA volunteer takes the time to get to know the child and their family.  A 

CASA learns what’s possible and what the child needs to heal and thrive.  A CASA will 

help give Oliver a VOICE! Your gift will help provide Oliver with someone to look out 

for his best interests, while his dad gets the help he needs, so he can return home safely. 
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Every child facing an uncertain future deserves to have a safe, permanent, and 

loving home. You can help make that happen for Oliver and other children like him.   

 

Your gift will work to make sure every child in your community who has 

experienced abuse and neglect has a caring adult who will be there for them, no matter 

what.  With your gift being matched this holiday season, it will go twice as far. Your 

generosity can Change a Child’s Story.  

 

 

For the hope of a child, 

Jenn Harper 
Jenn Harper 

Director of Fund Development & Communications 

 

P.S. Some of the hardest days are ahead for Oliver.  You can help bring hope for the 

holidays by making a meaningful gift today that will be matched by a generous donor. 

 


